
Oklahoma Academy of Science 
Executive Council Meeting Agenda 

30 October 2024 
Zoom - 5:30 PM-7:00 PM 

 
Attendance: Adam Ryburn, Ben Tayo, Renan Bosque, Ashley Mattison, Cheyane Olson, Chris 
Shelton, Daniel Da Rocha, D McInnes, Nesreen Alsbou, Dustin Williams, Eric Howard, Hannah 
King, Christopher Horton, Janaki Iyer, Karen Williams, Mark Peaden, Mostafa Elshahed, Subhas 
Das, Gang Xu, Alisha Howard. 
1. Call to Order (Bowen): 5:30pm 
2. Introductions 
3. Minutes of the November 1, 2023 Executive Council meeting (Mitra) – minutes were 

approved 
4. Meeting updates/announcements (Ryburn and Horton) 

a. 300 people attending 
b. parking maps are available on the website 
c. 183 presenters (126 posters, 57 oral presentation). 46 talks in the morning (allied 

health building) 
5. Resolution to thank the host institution (Ryburn) – resolution passed unanimously 
6. Financial Report (Ryburn) 

a. Will be discussed at the General Business meeting 
b. Report will be discussed for approval at that time 

7. Academy Reports, Proposals, Questions, and Discussion 
A. Proceedings of the Oklahoma Academy of Science (Elshahed) 

a. 15 publications in 2024 issue. 
b. Producing editor has moved to new job, all work is still on track, but there may be 

some delays. 
c. Net positive of $143 on POAS 

B. Collegiate Academy Director (Peaden) 
a. 70 (poster), 27 (oral) undergraduate students eligible for awards 
b. 6 graduate student presentation eligible for awards 
c. Looking for more judges 

C. 2024 Fall Field Meeting (Ryburn) 
a. Attendance was low 
b. Minimum number of attendance needs to considered 
c. Net positive revenue of ~$300 

D. Section Reports (Chair and/or Vice-Chair) 
A.  Biological Science (Shaw) 

a. Botany 
i. 3 talks (1 graduate, 2 professional) 
ii. 5 posters (4 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

b. Zoology 
i. 3 talks (all undergraduate) 
ii. 10 posters (all undergraduate) 

B. Geology (Shelton)  
a. 1 talk (Shelton) 
b. Note: there wasn’t a Geology selection available for abstract submissions. 

C. Physical Sciences (Tayo and Nichols) 
a. 3 talks (3 undergraduate, 1 professional) 
b. 9 posters (6 undergraduate, 3 professional) 

D. Social Sciences (Williams) 
a. 2 posters (1 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 



 
 

 
 

E. Science Communication and Education (Olson and Williams) 
a. No presentations 

F. Geography (Ryburn) 
b. No presentations 

G. Applied Ecology and Conservation (Bosque and Rocha) 
a. 4 talks (2 undergraduate, 1 graduate, 1 professional) 
b. 20 posters (19 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

H. Microbiology (Iyer and Mitra) 
a. 8 talks (4 undergraduate, 4 graduate) 
b. 9 posters (7 undergraduate, 2 graduate) 

I. Engineering Sciences (Alsbou and Xu) 
a. 3 talks (all undergraduate) 
b. 4 posters (all undergraduate) 

J. Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (Das and Mattison) 
a. 8 talks (6 undergraduate, 1 graduate, 1 professional) 
b. 20 posters (19 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

K. Microscopy (Ryburn) 
a. No presentations 

L. Math, Computer Sci., & Statistics (Jacob) 
a. 3 talks (1 undergraduate, 2 professional) 
b. 2 posters (all undergraduate) 

M. Environmental Science (McInnes and Howard) 
a. 1 talk (professional) 
b. 6 posters (all undergraduate) 

N. Biomedical Sciences (King) 
a. 9 talks (8 undergraduate, 1 professional) 
b. 4 posters (3 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

8. New Business 
A. OJAS: there has been no funding (same as for state science fair) 

a. Hannah King will take over leadership for OJAS to try to increase participation 
B. The Future of Fall Field Meetings 

a. Form a committee to discuss options (single day, two days) for field meeting and 
to determine how to increase participation for certain sections and also for 
membership 

b. Jerry Bowen, Cheyane Olson, Janaki Iyer, Karen Williams, Alisha Howard 
C. New Executive Director 

a. Adam Ryburn wants us to start thinking about the next candidate for this position 
9. Future Meetings of the OAS 

A. 2025 Fall Field Meeting (joint with OK Native Plant Society) looking for 1st week of 
October in the eastern part of state. 

B. 2025 Technical Meeting tentatively on November 7 TBD in Tulsa area (hopefully) 
10. Announcements 

a. Elect new sectional vice-chairs and report their names and contact information to Adam 
Ryburn 

b. Everyone who can join should have active paid memberships 
c. Hannah King – ACS meeting in Feb 2025 
d. Eric Howard – Geographical information system 

11. Adjournment: 6:56pm 


