
Oklahoma Academy of Science 
Executive Council Meeting Agenda 

29 October 2025 
Teams - 5:30 PM-7:00 PM 

1. Call to Order 
2. Introductions 
3. Minutes of the October 30, 2024 Executive Council meeting (Mitra) – click here 
4. Meeting updates/announcements (Ryburn and King) 
5. Resolution to thank the host institution (Ryburn) – attached  
6. Financial Report (Ryburn) – attached 
7. Academy Reports, Proposals, Questions, and Discussion 

A. Proceedings of the Oklahoma Academy of Science (Elshahed) 
POAS Volume 104 (2024)  
14 articles from 25 authors 
22 abstracts of the 2024 Technical Meeting 

Editor Expense: $3,000.00  
Printing Expense:  $1407.00 
Mailing Expense:  $417.50 
Total Expenses: $4,824.50  

Page Charges $5,085.00  
Abstract Charges: $455.00 
Total Revenue: $5,540.00 

Net Profit: $715.50 

B. Collegiate Academy Director (Peaden) 
Undergraduate Competition (to be judged) 
31 talks across 9 sections 
55 posters across 7 sections 

Graduate Competition (to be judged) 
9 talks across 5 sections 
14 posters across 5 sections 

C. Oklahoma Junior Academy of Science (King) 

D. Section Reports (Chair and/or Vice-Chair) 
A.  Biological Science (McAnerney or Sanders) 

a. Botany 
i. 6 talks (1 undergraduate, 3 graduate, 2 professional) 

ii. 4 posters (3 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 
b. Zoology 

i. 4 talks (1 undergraduate, 1 graduate, 2 professional) 
ii. 17 posters (16 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

B. Geology (Shelton or Khameiss)  
a. 1 talk (Shelton) 

C. Physical Sciences (Tayo or Nichols) 
a. 5 talks (2 undergraduate, 2 graduate, 1 professional) 
b. 6 posters (4 undergraduate, 2 professional) 

D. Social Sciences (D. Williams) 
a. 2 talks (2 professional) 

https://www.oklahomaacademyofscience.org/uploads/4/6/0/5/46053599/2024_oas_executivemeetingminutes.pdf


 
 

 
 

b. 1 poster (professional) 

E. Science Communication and Education (Olson or K. Williams) 
a. 1 talk (professional) 
b. 2 posters (1 undergraduate, 1 professional) 

F. Geography (Ryburn) 
c. No presentations 

G. Applied Ecology and Conservation (Rocha or Bosque) 
a. 4 talks (3 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 
b. 10 posters (9 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

H. Microbiology (Mitra or Nesbit) 
a. 5 talks (3 undergraduate, 2 graduate) 
b. 16 posters (6 undergraduate, 9 graduate, 1 professional) 

I. Engineering Sciences (Alsbou or Xu) 
a. 3 talks (all undergraduate) 
b. 9 posters (all undergraduate) 

J. Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (Das or Mattison) 
a. 11 talks (all undergraduate) 
b. 9 posters (8 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

K. Microscopy (King) 
a. 1 poster (undergraduate) 

L. Math, Computer Sci., & Statistics (Wells and Lastrina) 
a. 4 talks (2 undergraduate, 2 professional) 

M. Environmental Science (E. Howard and Crittell) 
a. 1 talk (undergraduate) 

N. Biomedical Sciences (A. Howard) 
a. 8 talks (4 undergraduate, 1 graduate, 3 professional) 
b. 11 posters (10 undergraduate, 1 graduate) 

8. New Business 

A. The Future of Fall Field Meetings 

B. Current Composition of Sections 

C. New Executive Director 
9. Future Meetings of the OAS 

A. 2026 Fall Field Meeting looking for 1st week of October in the eastern part of state. 

B. 2026 Technical Meeting on November 6 at Oklahoma City University 
10. Announcements 

A. Elect new sectional vice-chairs and report their names and contact information to Adam Ryburn 
11. Adjournment 



A Special Recognition 
to the 

Oral Roberts University 
 

We come together once a year to exchange ideas and share our curiosities 
during the Annual Technical Meeting of the Oklahoma Academy of Science. 
 
We sometimes take for granted that technical equipment works, refreshments 
are served, rooms are reserved, assistants are present, and countless other 
things that we never think about. Many arrangements must be made and 
details must be attended to in preparation for this event. 
 
On the 7th day of November in the year 2025, the Academy wishes to recognize 
the outstanding effort and thank the Oral Roberts University planning 
committee and the numerous faculty, staff, and students of ORU for the 
important contributions each made to this gathering. 
 
The Academy appreciates the willingness of the Oral Roberts University to 
host the 114th Annual Technical Meeting of the Academy, and to do so with 
such enthusiasm and hospitality. 
 
 
 
 
             
Jerry Bowen, Ph.D.     Adam Ryburn, Ph.D. 
OAS President      OAS Executive Director 
 



Oklahoma Academy of Science Financial Report – Fiscal Year 2024 

The Oklahoma Academy of Science (OAS) ended the 2024 fiscal year with a net gain of 
approximately $700, marking the first year in several years without a financial loss. This 
positive outcome reflects increased revenue from both the Fall Field Meeting and the 
Annual Technical Meeting, as well as an adjustment to the page charges for the 
Proceedings.of.the.Oklahoma.Academy.of.Science.(POAS). These combined efforts 
allowed the organization to cover operating expenses and achieve a modest surplus. 

Bank Account Structure Changes: During the fiscal year, structural changes were made to 
the Academy’s banking accounts to improve efficiency and consolidate low-performing 
funds. Historically, both OAS and the Oklahoma Junior Academy of Science (OJAS) 
maintained small interest-bearing savings accounts that generated only a few dollars 
annually. These accounts were closed, and the balances were transferred to their 
respective checking accounts. This change simplifies financial management and ensures 
that funds remain readily available for operational use. 

Endowment Accounts and Investment Performance: OAS and OJAS maintain three 
endowed accounts, historically invested in certificates of deposit (CDs) that automatically 
renewed at very low rates (typically 0.07% or less). Recognizing improved market 
conditions, these endowments were reinvested in July 2024 into 13-month CDs with rates 
near 5%. Upon maturity in August 2025, the CDs were again reinvested at approximately 
4%. 

The performance of these investments since July 2024 has been strong: 

Account Principal Interest Earned (since July 2024) 

OAS Endowment $60,000 $3,717.46 

OJAS Endowment #1 $80,000 $4,956.81 

OJAS Endowment #2 $55,000 $3,407.68 

Total Earnings $195,000 $12,081.95 

The OJAS endowed accounts collectively earned $8,364.49, while the OAS endowment 
earned $3,717.46. Once these CDs mature again, the accumulated interest will be 
transferred into their respective checking accounts. This will be particularly beneficial for 
OJAS, where limited funds have constrained the organization’s ability to support student 
and chaperone travel to the National Junior Academy of Science. 

Summary: Overall, FY2024 represents a notable financial turnaround for OAS. Strategic 
adjustments to meeting revenues, publication fees, and investment practices have 
stabilized the organization’s finances and positioned both OAS and OJAS for continued 
fiscal health. 

While we are still two months away from closing out the 2025 fiscal year, early indicators 
suggest another year of potential gains for the Academy. 



OKLAHOMA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES COLLECTED AND EXPENSES PAID 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024 
 
REVENUES COLLECTED: 

Membership Dues:  $1,375.00 

Investment Income:  $9.01 

Meetings:   $12,905.61 
Registration – Fall Field Meeting $4,126.08  
Registration – Technical Meeting $8,779.53  

Donations  $65.00 

POAS:  $6285.38 

Woody Plants:  $0.00 

Other Revenue:  $65.92 

Total Revenue Collected  $20,705.92 
 
EXPENSES PAID 

Stipends and Other Compensation:  $7,158.68 
Stipends $6,141.24 
Social Security & Medicare $1,017.44 

Meeting Expenses:  $7204.77 
Fall Field Meeting $4,311.32 
Technical Meeting $2,893.45 

POAS:  $5,320.50  

Woody Plants:  $0.00 

Dues/Meetings of NAAS/AJAS/AAAS:  $100.00 

Other Expenditures:  $222.63 

Total Expenses Paid:  $20,006.58 

Revenues Collected Over Expenses Paid  $699.34 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OKLAHOMA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES, AND FUND BALANCE 

ARISING FROM CASH TRANSACTIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024 

 

ASSETS 

Cash:  $23,385.336 
Checking Account $20,581.84   
Endowment Savings Account $2,803.52  

Investments:  $60,000 
Certificate of Deposit $60,000  

Total Assets:  $83,385.09 
 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

Liabilities: $0.00 

Fund balance: 
Beginning operation fund balance $82,682.77 
Excess revenues collected over expenses $699.34   

Total Funds:  $83,382.11 
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